The Serbian Reply

Herr von Schoen's communication took the Quai
d'Orsay by surprise and aroused its suspicions. Why,
the Quai d'Orsay wondered, should Germany ask France
to calm Russia, who had always shown her moderation
and her desire for peace during the whole course of the
crisis? Bienvenu-Martin nevertheless did not refuse to
address the desired recommendation to St. Petersburg;
but he laid it down as a condition that a similar recom-
mendation should be made by Germany to Vienna, Herr
von Schoen brushed aside this condition as contrary to
the thesis of localization's) and he found himself in
this matter fully in accord with his Sovereign, who felt
that no advice need be given except to Russia,(i6)

In vain did the German ambassador press the Quai
d'Orsay. He went so far as to propose the text of a com-
munication to the Press affirming the existence of "the
most friendly spirit" and "a sentiment of pacific solid-
arity" between the German and French Governments,
and even expressly emphasized this feeling in a personal
letter to Berthelot, the assistant-director of political
affairs.(i7) His urgency appeared to the Quai d'Orsay to be
likely to conceal a plan to "compromise France in the eyes
of Russia, so that in case of failure the responsibility
for a possible war might be thrown upon Russia and*
France"; and "to conceal military action by Austria
against Serbia intended to complete her success, by
unheeded pacific protestations ."(18) For was not the
real object of German diplomacy to create a void around
Russia, the scapegoat upon whom responsibility for the
war must at all costs fall?

85